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miles from us, a storm of rain, thunder and lightning came
on, and the wind shifted to the opposite point of the compass, which com-
pelied them to pass the remainder of the day. and that night there. All
the women and children were sent to the Island. I took all the Sioux
with us to cover the guns in case of being obliged to retreat, as they prom-
ised they would rather be killed to the last man than give up the guns.

I told the Sauks, in case the enemy should attempt to land at their vil-
lage, to retreat to the island, and then we would return altogether and
attack them. The sixth, at break of day, some of the Sauks came to us,
and requested that we should attack them immediately, as the wind was
against them, and some of their boats were aground. We crossed to the
main land at the Foxes’ village. There we left our boats, and went as
quick as possible through the prairie unperceived by the enemy until we
were on the beach opposite to them. Here we had a close view of them.
I had no idea of the enormous size of their boats before. They lay
with their broad sides close to a low sandy beach. The largest of them
had six port-holes open on the side next to us. The channel was about
six hundred yards broad.

We were on an elevated spot, but no covering. I requested the In-
dians not to waste their ammunition firing at the boats, and save it in
case the enemy should attempt to land. They did so. Finding they
could not make up matters with the Sauks, as they had killed one of
their sentinels in the night, they took down the white flag, and put up
the bloody flag in its place, which I believe to be a signal of no quarters.
It was then seven o’clock in the morning. Everything being ready, we
opened a brisk fire from the three-pounder, and two swivels, on their
boats. In about three-quarters of an hour the largest of their boats,
which was ahead of the others, after having about fifteen shots through
her, began to push off, and dropped astern of the rest, and made the
best of her way down the current. The others soon followed her. We
kept firing at them along the bank, as far as the ground would permit
us to drag the guns; but they soon got out of our reach.

They went on about a league, and put to shore. I thought they might
intend to throw up some breast-works, and make a stand at that place.
I sent immediately for the boats to go with all the Indians, to endeavor
to dislodge them from there. By the time we were ready to embark.
some of the Indians that followed, returned and informed us, that it ap-
peared to them that the Americans had committed the bodies of some
of their men to a watery grave, well knowing if they buried them on
shore, they would be torn to pieces. They then got up their sails, the
wind being fair, and made the best of their way off. As the enemy
landed at that place, the Indians say they were about a thousand men.
I think their number to be between six and eight hundred.

If we had had a larger supply of ammunition and provisions.
we might have harassed them as far as the Rapids of the Riviere
des Moines; but having only a scanty supply of the one, and en-
tirely destitute of the other, we were obliged .to give up pursuing
them any further. Although we have not been able to capture
any of their boats. they have been completely repulsed, and I



